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MEMBERSHIP PACKET

WELCOME TO THE SAN JOSE METROPOLITAN BAND!
We hope you will enjoy a long and rewarding association with our organization.

Packet Contents:

· Background of the Band

· Information about our Conductor

· Guidelines for Music Binders

· Board of Directors Information Sheet

For the most updated source of information, please check our website at 
http://www.sjmetroband.org

Please add yourself to the e-mail listserv discussion group at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sjmb

BACKGROUND   

HISTORY

Founded in 1967 as part of the San Jose Metropolitan Adult Education Program, the San Jose Metropolitan Band (SJMB) serves the communities of the South Bay.  The organization has been self-supporting and self-administered since the passage of Proposition 13 in 1979.

MEMBERS
Membership includes over 50 musicians, ranging in age from teenagers to older adults, some of whom have experience spanning over half a century.  All of the players donate their time and most furnish their own instruments.  Based in San Jose, the band provides an opportunity for Bay Area residents to participate in large ensemble playing.  Local amateurs sharpen their musical skills in a social atmosphere while providing family style entertainment to the community.

PERFORMANCES
SJMB plays concert band music in a sit-down format with a complement of woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments.  Interest in and appreciation for all types of music is encouraged—from Mozart to marches, ballads to Big Band, and show tunes to specialty numbers.

Performances are scheduled throughout the year and include community activities, social and civic organizations, conventions and charitable causes.  The patriotic concerts for national holidays and Christmas season concerts are especially popular with our audiences.  The Band is proud to be of service to all South Bay communities.  Public relations for the organization, including concert arrangements, are handled by a member of the Band’s Board of Directors (see attached list of Board members).

UNIFORMS
Band members wear black slacks or black skirts with a white polo shirt to all concerts, unless otherwise noted.  White San Jose Metropolitan Band polo shirts are available for purchase from the band.  (SJMB polo shirts are not covered by the annual membership donations.)  Black shorts may be worn in hot weather.  For more formal performances, the required attire consists of black dress or black skirts and tops for the women, and black slacks, white dress shirt, and black tie for the men.  A uniform appearance during performances upholds the professionalism of the band.

REHEARSALS
Weekly rehearsals are held Monday evenings from 7:30PM to 9:30PM at Valley Christian High School, 100 Skyway Drive (off Monterey Highway) in San Jose.  Rehearsals are led by Mr. Greg Bergantz, Conductor.

EXPECTATIONS
Each band member is responsible for his or her own instrument and basic skill level.  Attendance at concerts is encouraged once the member has rehearsed sufficiently with the band.  The band’s main source of revenue stems from concerts, and therefore, attendance is of utmost importance.  Each member is responsible for notifying the conductor and their section leader if unable to attend a scheduled performance.

FISCAL INFORMATION
SJMB is a California non-profit public benefit corporation with both Internal Revenue Service and California Franchise Tax Board exemption rulings.  Operating expenses, such as music, hall rental, insurance, and conductor fees, are offset by contributions of members, grants, and funds generated from performances.  The conductor serves as an independent contractor and as an advisor to the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors is elected by the band from among the membership.

ANNUAL DONATIONS
As a non-profit organization, SJMB highly encourages its members to make a donation of $40 annually or $25 per each six months.  Student members are encouraged to donate their time and talent to the band.  Donations are maid to the band Treasurer, and checks are made out to San Jose Metropolitan Band.  Donations to the band are tax deductible.  Additional corporate and individual sponsorship contributions are greatly appreciated.  Copies of SJMB exemption letters are available upon request.  The SJMB fiscal year coincides with the traditional school year term and runs September through the following August.
OUR CONDUCTOR—MR. GREGORY BERGANTZ

Mr. Bergantz was appointed director of the San Jose Metropolitan Band in 1990.  Prior to that, Mr. Bergantz served as guest conductor of the South Valley Symphony, the San Jose Symphony Youth Orchestra, the Glendale Symphony Youth Orchestra, and over sixty chamber orchestra performances in Los Angeles.  As a graduate student, Mr. Bergantz studied conducting at the University of Southern California with Maestro Daniel Lewis, the Institute of Orchestral Conducting with Maestro Herbert Blomstedt, and the Chigiana Music Festival in Siena, Italy with Maestro Franco Ferrara.

As a free-land trombonist in the Bay Area, Mr. Bergantz performs regularly with the Oxford Brass, several local symphonies and bands, and occasionally as a featured soloist with the San Jose Metropolitan Band.

MUSIC BINDERS

Master copies of music are provided for each section, and it is the responsibility of each section member to copy program selections and maintain their own rehearsal binder.  See the Band Librarian for your black binder.

Guidelines for creating your own rehearsal binder are as follows:

· All copies of the music must include the copyright information.

· To copy standard size originals (9” x 12”), use a reduction factor of 93% and feel free to enlarge smaller march pieces.

· Make rehearsal notes in pencil on your own copy, not the original.

· Organize your binder in a manner that facilitates finding the next selection quickly.  Alphabetizing the selections is recommended as changes often are made to the program.

· Plastic coverings for the music protect the copy from the elements.

· Portable black music stand for outdoor concerts.

· Clothes pins or large plastic clips keep music in place at outdoor venues.

· A small light for your music stand is recommended for evening concerts.

· Verify that original music is returned to section folders, as lost music is expensive and sometimes impossible to replace.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

	NAME
	BOARD POSITION
	SECTION

	Dave Brown
	President
	Trombone

	Mary Keenan
	Secretary
	Flute

	Vern Chatfield
	Treasurer
	French Horn

	April Hixson-Goldsmith
	Music Librarian
	Alto Saxophone

	Elliot Stage
	Member at Large--Publicity
	Tenor Saxophone

	Fi Azizi
	Member at Large--Marketing
	Trumpet

	Ed Souza
	Member at Large--Funding
	Tuba

	Matt Thornton
	Member at Large--Membership
	Bassoon

	Bob Griffith
	Web Master
	Trumpet



	Greg Bergantz
	Music Director
	Conductor


